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the days of the Apostles there resided still in the
primitive Church, through several successive ages, a
divine and extraordinary/^zew of working miracles,
which was frequently and openly exerted, in confirma-
tion of the truth of the Gospel, and for the conviction
of unbelievers."2 In like manner Douglas says of
Middleton that " his Free Inquiry is not, whether any
miracles were performed after the times of the Apos-
tles, but whether, after that period, miraculous powers
siLbsisted in the Church ; not whether God interposed
at all, but whether He interposed by making use of
men as His instruments."3- Here he makes "the sub-
sistence of miraculous powers " equivalent with " the
instrumentality, of men in their operation;" meaning
by the latter the conscious exercise of them by in-
spired persons in proof of a divine mission, as a
former passage of his work shows.b The present
Bishop of Lincoln (Kaye) takes the same view of the
controversy, observing that Middleton's object "was
to prove that, after the Apostolic age, no standing
power of working miracles existed in the Church, that
there was no regular succession of favoured individuals
upon whom God conferred supernatural powers, which
they could exercise for the benefit of the Church of
Christ, whenever their judgment, guided by the in-

z Introd. Disc. init. \ but in Pref. p. xxxii. he speaks more
to the purpose.
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